
Unicorn Meat
A historic Ethereum Foundation token from March 2016



The Origin Story
Unicorns 🦄

In February 2016, half a year after mainnet launch, the Ethereum 
Foundation (EF) launched an initiative to raise funds to support 
development. EF leader Alex Van de Sande (Avsa) deployed two 
contracts to facilitate donations: The Foundation TipJar and 
Unicorns $🦄, a 0-decimal non-standard ERC-20.

Here is how it worked: Upon donating 2.014 $ETH (~$20 at the time) 
to the TipJar, the TipJar mints and transfers 1 Unicorn to your wallet. 
Avsa added donation instructions on Ethereum.org and to date 2,717 
have been created.

Avsa later increased the price of a Unicorn to 42,329 $ETH, a 
“beeple” after the sale price of “Everydays: the First 5000 Days.”

https://vandesande.design/
https://etherscan.io/address/0xfb6916095ca1df60bb79ce92ce3ea74c37c5d359
https://etherscan.io/token/0x89205a3a3b2a69de6dbf7f01ed13b2108b2c43e7
https://web.archive.org/web/20160405014834/ethereum.org/donate
https://x.com/avsa/status/1410315404107472902


The Origin Story
Unicorn Meat 🍖

A month after creating Unicorns 🦄, Avsa deployed a Unicorn Meat 
Grinder Association DAO allowing any Unicorn holder to “grind” 
Unicorns for a new Unicorn Meat 🍖 token, a 3-decimal non-standard 
ERC-20.

Unicorn Meat was created to demonstrate several on-chain firsts: a 
DAO with quadratic voting, token swaps, and token 
upgrades/mutations. Unicorns and Unicorn Meat are the only coin 
tokens ever created and announced by Ethereum, and likely the first 
on-chain April Fool’s Joke (even if partially a joke).

Only 7 Unicorns have been ground, making ~9,000 Unicorn Meat.

https://etherscan.io/address/0xc7e9ddd5358e08417b1c88ed6f1a73149beeaa32
https://etherscan.io/address/0xc7e9ddd5358e08417b1c88ed6f1a73149beeaa32
https://etherscan.io/address/0xED6aC8de7c7CA7e3A22952e09C2a2A1232DDef9A
https://gist.github.com/alexvandesande/eca0b87da89ab28fa50c
https://x.com/ethereum/status/715821110722433024


The Origin Story
Unicorn Meat 🍖 Takeover

A week after the Unicorn Meat announcement, Piper Merriam, a core 
developer of Ethereum, passed a DAO proposal to take control of the 
DAO contract and take 5 ETH for themself. Hilarity and jokes ensued, 
as Avsa, Piper, Vitalik, and the community laughed about the “coup.”

In July 2025, a Unicorn holder followed Piper’s steps and passed a 
proposal to transfer ownership of the Unicorn Meat 🍖 token, minted 
a supply of 100M, renounced, and wrapped the token to be tradable.

Since then, the small team has been focused on developing to pick 
up where Avsa left off, improving the grinder DAO and launching the 
Unicorn Killers Hall of Fame.

https://x.com/pipermerriam/status/718546708641124353
https://x.com/pipermerriam/status/718546708641124353
https://x.com/cartoonitunes/status/1942244684513923330
https://x.com/cartoonitunes/status/1942244684513923330
https://etherscan.io/tx/0x7e10256cb3be5c28170592724594f223f299911730b84ce5a94834c84e279823
https://etherscan.io/tx/0x974a2c588199c1d245d704b9a184aee66c19f3c056afec869bd786f94e75b71c
https://etherscan.io/address/0xdfa208bb0b811cfbb5fa3ea98ec37aa86180e668


Unicorn Meat 🍖 
Timeline
Jul 2015 - Avsa helps launch Ethereum

Nov 2015 - Avsa helps create MistCoin and the first 
standard tokens

Dec 2015 - Avsa creates the Doge-Eth Bounty to fund a 
Doge bridge

Feb 2016 - EF (Avsa) creates Foundation TipJar and 
Unicorns

Mar 2016 - Avsa creates Unicorn Meat

Apr 2016 - Piper takes over the Unicorn Meat Grinder 
Association

Jun 2016 - Avsa sites the Unicorn Meat Grinder as helpful 
in solutioning during the DAO hack

Jul 2025 - webtrue.eth takes over the Unicorn Meat token 
and makes it collectible



🍖 
Meatonomics
● Total Supply: 100 million
● Contract Renounced
● No presales, one-sided LP 

launched at ~$250k mcap
● LP: 40% on L1 and 16% on Base 

(4% in Base if needed)
● ETH LP locked
● 10% Airdropped to Unicorn 

holders and OG Unicorn Meat 
grinders

● Team allocations vested over 
years

Website
CoinGecko
Dextools

60% Liquidity

20% Treasury

10% Rewards

10% Team

https://www.unicornmeateth.com
https://www.coingecko.com/en/coins/unicorn-meat
https://www.dextools.io/app/en/token/unicornmeat?t=1752607056214
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